What is this Hachisch, and what it has to do with Mental Derangement, are questions which our readers will naturally ask, on perusing the above title ; and to these questions it will answer our purpose better to give them a reply at once, than to play with their curiosity by keeping them in suspense, Hachisch is the oriental name of the plant which is scientifically known as the cannabis indica, and in our own vernacular as the Indian hemp ; of which the extract has been lately used in this country as a sedative, narcotic, and antispasmodic. In the East, however, it is rather valued on account of its power of producing a species of intoxication, whose peculiar characters we shall presently analyse; and it is used for this purpose among the Arabs, as extensively as opium among the Turks and Chinese, and alcoholic liquors among the European nations. The most common preparation of Hachisch,?that which forms the foundation of all others, is a sort of fatty extract; this is prepared by boiling the leaves and the flowers of the plant with water to which a certain quantity of fresh butter has been added ; the decoction is reduced by evaporation to the consistence of a syrup, and is then strained through a cloth. The butter thus becomes charged with the active principle, and acquires a greenish hue; its taste is very disagreeable, and hence it is seldom taken alone, but is mixed with other confections and aromatics, so as to form a sort of electuary. The one in most common use is termed by the Arabs dawamesc; but this is frequently mingled with substances of reputed aphrodisiac virtues, to enable it to minister more effectually to the grossly sensual purposes which seem to be the great object of life among many of the orientals. Though all the senses appear to be peculiarly impressible in this condition, yet that of hearing seems the one through which the greatest influence may be exerted upon the mind, especially through the medium of musical sounds. M. Theodore Gaultier, an artist of celebrity, describes himself as hearing sounds from colours, which produced undulations that were perfectly distinct to him. Here we recognize a little of the artistic imagination. But " One of her first acts on recovering from the fit had been to busy herself in picking the bed-clothes; and as soon as she was able to sit up and be dressed, she continued the habit by incessantly picking some portion of her dress. She seemed to want an occupation for her fingers, and accordingly part of an old straw bonnet was given to her, which she pulled to pieces of great minuteness; she was afterwards bountifully supplied with roses; she picked off the leaves, and then tore them into the smallest particles imaginable. A few days subsequently, she began forming upon the table, out of these minute particles, rude figures of roses and other common garden flowers; she had never received any instructions in drawing.?Roses not being so plentiful in London, waste paper and a pair of scissors were put into her hands; and for some days she found an occupation in cutting the paper into shreds ; after a time these cuttings assumed rude figures and shapes, and more particularly the shapes used in patchwork. At length she was supplied with proper materials for patchwork; and after some initiatory instruction, she took to her needle and in good earnest to this employment.
She now laboured incessantly at patchwork from morning to night, and on Sundays and week-days, for she knew no difference of days; nor could she be made to comprehend the difference. She had no remembrance from day to day of what she had been doing on the previous day, and so every morning commenced de novo. Whatever she began, that she continued to work at while daylight lasted; manifesting no uneasiness for anything to eat or drink, taking not the slightest heed of anything which was going on around her, but intent only on her patchwork." She gradually began, like a child, to register ideas and acquire experience. This was first shown in connexion with her manual occupation.
From patchwork, after having exhausted all the materials within her reach, she was led to the higher art of worsted work, by which her attention was soon engrossed as constantly as it had before been by her humbler employment. She was delighted with the colours and the flowers upon the patterns that were brought to her, and seemed to derive special enjoyment from the harmony of colours ; nor did she conceal her want of respect towards any specimen of work that was placed before her, but immediately threw it aside if the arrangement displeased her. She still had no recollection from day to day what she had done, and every morning began something new, unless her unfinished work was placed before her; and after imitating the patterns of others, she began devising some of her own.
The first ideas derived from her former experience, that seemed to be awakened within her, were connected with two subjects which had naturally made a strong impression upon her ; namely, her fall into the river, and a love-affair.
It will be obvious that her pleasure in the sym- The pronoun "this" was her favorite word; and it was applied alike to every individual object, animate and inanimate. The first objects which she called by their right names were wild flowers, for which she had shown quite a passion when a child; and it is remarkable that her interest in these and her recollection of their names should have manifested itself at a time when she exhibited not the least recollection of the " old familiar friends and places" of her childhood. As her intellect gradually expanded, and her ideas became more numerous and definite, they manifested themselves chiefly in the form of emotions ; that is, the chief indications of them were through the signs of pleasure and pain. The last were frequently exhibited, in the attacks of insensibility and spasmodic rigidity, which came on at the slightest alarm. It is worth remarking that these attacks, throughout this remarkable period, were apt to recur three or four times a day, when her eyes had been long directed intently upon her work; which affords another proof how closely the emotional cause of them must have been akin to the influence of sensory impressions, the effects of the two being precisely the same. On one occasion, being alarmed by a stranger, she had quite an hysterical paroxysm, followed by insensibility; and in consequence she lost her speech, taste, and smell (which she had been gradually recovering) for some days afterwards. The mere sight of the same person again (evidently calling up the first disagreeable impression) was followed by a scream and excessive agitation. The mode of recovery of this patient was quite as remarkable as anything in her history. Her health and bodily strength seemed completely re-established, her vocabulary was being extended, and her mental capacity was improving, when she became aware that her lover was paying attention to another woman. This idea immediately and very naturally excited the emotion of jealousy; which, if we analyse it, will appear to be nothing else than a painful feeling connected with the idea of the faithlessness of the object beloved. On one occasion this feeling was so strongly excited, that she fell down in a fit of insensibility, which resembled her first attack in duration and severity. This, however, proved sanatory.
" When the insensibility passed off, she was no longer spell-bound. &c., which afforded a harmless vent to the passion that was struggling in his mind, at the same time that it indicated its nature. We now quit the subject for the present, to revert to it on some future opportunity.
